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“Learning Something New”

ALT Nadia Gifford
My biggest research experience was during
the summer of 2019. I was hired in a research
program at the University of Alberta in
Edmonton, Canada. The program was called
WISEST, and their goal was to introduce girls
to the science fields because there are still too
few women in these fields. I was in an
engineering lab researching machine learning
on text reading. For 6 weeks, I studied the
methods of machine learning and ran a repeat
trial of tested computer codes, cumulating into

a research poster of my findings.
While

programming and did not continue studying in

I wasnt a fan of computer
this field, it was during this research that I
learned to love mathematics. I realized that I
wasn’t valuing the science and math fields the
same as the humanities in high school. After
this experience, I decided to study mathematics
in university. Research can enlighten us to
knowledge previously unknown to us. In my
case, I discovered that I was unconsciously
disregarding a whole field of study because of
everyday there is the

gender bias. Now,

opportunity to explore and research for
information and understanding in places we

haven’t looked before.
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[Creating international community for natural disaster.
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[iDO15+ ~International disaster organization for 15 ages
and over~]
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